
THE REAL REASON MARIJUANA WAS MADE ILLEGAL HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH DRUGS. IT'S ABOUT PAPER, FUEL,
AND PLASTIC.
In 1937, the Marihuana Tax Act criminalized cannabis in the United States. The man behind it: Harry Anslinger — head
of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics. His primary funders: Andrew Mellon, the DuPont family, and William Randolph
Hearst. Three men with billions invested in industries that hemp would destroy overnight.
DuPont had just patented nylon — a synthetic fiber meant to replace rope and textiles. Hemp produces stronger fiber
at a fraction of the cost. Hearst owned millions of acres of timber forests feeding his newspaper empire. Hemp
produces four times more paper per acre than trees — and grows in four months instead of twenty years. Mellon —
the Treasury Secretary — was DuPont's primary banker. Three men. Three monopolies. One plant that threatened all
of them.
They didn't ban a drug. They banned a competitor.
⟁
Hemp was legal for 10,000 years. George Washington grew it. Thomas Jefferson grew it. The Declaration of
Independence was drafted on hemp paper. The word "canvas" comes from "cannabis." The sails that crossed oceans
were hemp. The ropes that rigged every ship were hemp. The first Levi's jeans were hemp. Henry Ford built a car
body from hemp plastic in 1941 — stronger than steel, lighter than fiberglass — and designed it to run on hemp fuel.
Popular Mechanics published an article in February 1938 — one month after criminalization — calling hemp "The
New Billion Dollar Crop." A decorticator machine had just been invented that made hemp processing economically
viable at industrial scale for the first time. The plant was about to replace timber, petroleum-based plastics, cotton,
and fossil fuels — simultaneously. In one harvest cycle.
The timing wasn't coincidence. The ban came precisely when technology made hemp commercially viable enough to
destroy petroleum, timber, cotton, and synthetic chemical industries in a single generation. They didn't ban it
because it was dangerous. They banned it because it was about to make them irrelevant.
⟁
Anslinger's campaign was built on racism. He testified to Congress that marijuana "makes darkies think they're as
good as white men." He claimed it caused Black men to look at white women. He planted stories in Hearst's
newspapers about "reefer madness" — Mexican immigrants and Black jazz musicians driven to violence by the plant.
The propaganda wasn't medical. It was racial. Because racial fear was the fastest path to legislation in 1937 America.
The word "marijuana" itself was a strategic choice. The plant was known as cannabis or hemp — familiar, American,
useful. Anslinger rebranded it with a Mexican-Spanish name to associate it with immigrant populations. Most
congressmen who voted for the ban didn't know they were criminalizing hemp — the plant that built their country.
They thought they were banning a foreign drug used by minorities.
Today, the petroleum industry generates $3.3 trillion annually. The pharmaceutical industry: $1.4 trillion. The timber
industry: $600 billion. The synthetic textile industry: $800 billion. One plant — growing in any climate, requiring no
pesticides, producing fiber, fuel, food, plastic, paper, and medicine — threatens over $6 trillion in annual revenue. The
ban was never about your health. It was about their income.
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Henry Ford built a car from hemp plastic that ran on hemp fuel in 1941. One plant replaces petroleum, timber, cotton,
and pharmaceuticals. They didn't ban a drug. They banned the end of their empire.
♟
Hemp makes paper, fuel, plastic, textiles, and medicine. It was legal for 10,000 years. They banned it the same year
DuPont patented nylon. It was never about drugs. It was about protecting $6 trillion in industries one plant could
replace.
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