
Please analyze and explain the difference between the Ashkenazi , 

Sephardic and Mizrahi Jews, and how they differentiated out of one 
biblical tribe, the tribe of Judah, and yet are all allegedly still true "Jews" 

of the tribe of Judah.

Thoughts

Ashkenazi, Sephardic (or Sephardi), and Mizrahi Jews represent the three largest ethnic-cultural 

subdivisions of the Jewish people today. These groups arose from the same ancient Israelite population that 
survived the Babylonian Exile (586 BCE) and formed the post-exilic community in the Land of Israel (then called 

Judea/Yehud). They differentiated over centuries due to geographic dispersion, local cultural influences, 

languages, customs, and historical events, yet they remain part of a single Jewish people (Klal Yisrael) bound 
by shared religious law (halakha), core practices, and ancestral identity.

Biblical and Historical Origins: The Tribe of Judah Connection

The Hebrew Bible describes 12 tribes descending from Jacob (Israel). After the united monarchy split (~930 
BCE):

The northern Kingdom of Israel (10 tribes) fell to the Assyrians in 722 BCE. Its people were exiled, dispersed, 

and largely assimilated or lost distinct identity ("Lost Tribes").

The southern Kingdom of Judah (primarily the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi, with some Simeon) 

survived until the Babylonian conquest in 586 BCE. Many were exiled to Babylon, but a remnant returned under 

Persian rule (after 538 BCE) to rebuild the Second Temple.

The people of this southern kingdom became known as Yehudim (Judeans/Jews), from the dominant tribe and 

region of Judah (Yehudah). The term "Jew" thus originally referred to descendants of this kingdom—not 
exclusively the single tribe of Judah, but the surviving Israelite population centered there. Tribal distinctions 

largely faded after the return from Babylon and especially after the Roman destruction of the Second Temple 
(70 CE) and Bar Kokhba revolt (132–135 CE), except for priestly (Kohanim) and Levite lineages, which are still 

recognized across all groups.

All modern Jewish communities trace their core ancestry to these Judean survivors and their descendants. The 

other tribes' lines did not produce enduring, identifiable Jewish groups with continuous tradition. This is why 
Ashkenazi, Sephardic, and Mizrahi Jews are all considered "Jews of the tribe of Judah" in the broad, historical 

sense: "Jew" etymologically and biblically denotes membership in the post-exilic people of Judah. Jewish 
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identity is maintained through matrilineal descent (or formal conversion), adherence to Torah and halakha, 

and communal continuity—not strict tribal genealogy, which became impractical after millennia of diaspora.

How They Differentiated

The major split occurred during the Roman-era diaspora (1st–2nd centuries CE onward), when Jews spread 

across the Roman and Persian empires. Communities adapted to local environments while preserving core 
Judaism:

Ashkenazi Jews ("Ashkenaz" = medieval Hebrew for Germany/northern France):

Originated ~8th–10th centuries CE from Jews who migrated northward from Italy/France into the Rhineland, 

then eastward to Poland, Lithuania, Russia, etc., due to persecutions (Crusades, expulsions).

Became the largest group (~70–80% of world Jewry pre-Holocaust; still dominant globally, especially in the 

U.S.).

Language: Yiddish (Germanic + Hebrew/Aramaic/Slavic elements).

Customs: Distinct liturgy (nusach Ashkenaz), foods (e.g., gefilte fish, kugel), dress (influenced by Eastern 

European styles), and scholarship traditions (yeshivas, Hasidism).

History: Flourished in medieval Europe, faced pogroms and the Holocaust; shaped modern denominations 

(Reform, Conservative).

Sephardic Jews ("Sepharad" = medieval Hebrew for Spain/Iberia):

Roots in the Iberian Peninsula from Roman/early medieval times; large, prosperous community under Muslim 

rule ("Golden Age," 8th–12th centuries), producing philosophers (Maimonides), poets, and scholars.

Expelled from Spain (1492 Alhambra Decree) and Portugal (1497); dispersed to North Africa, Ottoman 

Empire, Netherlands, Italy, Americas.

Language: Ladino (Judeo-Spanish, based on medieval Spanish + Hebrew/Arabic).

Customs: Sephardic rite (nusach Sepharad), foods (e.g., rice/legumes on Passover in some traditions), music, 

and architecture (often Moorish influences). Includes "Western Sephardim" (converso descendants in 

Europe/Americas) and those who settled among Mizrahi communities.

Often influential post-expulsion; their customs were adopted by many non-Iberian groups.

Mizrahi Jews ("Mizrah" = Hebrew for "East"):

Ancient, continuous communities in the Middle East, North Africa, Central Asia, and Caucasus (e.g., 

Iraq/Babylonia from the 586 BCE exile onward, Iran/Persia for ~2,700 years, Yemen, Syria, Kurdistan, 

Bukhara).

Never fully left the broader region; some predate the Roman diaspora.
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Languages: Diverse Judeo-Arabic dialects, Judeo-Persian, Judeo-Tat, etc.

Customs: Varied by subgroup (e.g., Yemenite unique liturgy and silversmithing; Persian/Iraqi traditions). Often 

follow a Sephardic-style rite due to post-1492 Sephardic influence and shared halakha, but maintain distinct 

heritage (not Iberian).

History: Lived under Muslim/ Persian rule for centuries; most emigrated to Israel post-1948 due to persecution 

(now a major part of Israeli Jewry, ~40–50% with mixed ancestry).

Overlaps and Notes: Sephardic and Mizrahi are sometimes grouped as "non-Ashkenazi" or "Sephardi" in 
Israel (due to shared rites and post-expulsion mixing), but Mizrahi specifically denotes non-European Eastern 

origins. Ethiopian Jews (Beta Israel) and others (e.g., Indian, Caucasian Mountain Jews) are smaller distinct 

groups, often aligned with Mizrahi broadly.

Differentiation resulted from:

Isolation and local admixture (languages, cuisine, music, synagogue architecture).

Historical events (expulsions, migrations, empires).

But not religious schism—all follow the same Torah, Shabbat, holidays, kosher laws, etc., with variations only in 

minhag (customs).

Genetic and Ancestral Unity

Multiple genome-wide studies (e.g., 2010 American Journal of Human Genetics, 2013 Nature Communications, 

2020 analyses) confirm all three groups share a common Levantine (ancient Israelite/Judean) ancestry:

Paternal (Y-chromosome) lines are strongly Middle Eastern across groups, tracing to ~2,000–3,000+ years ago 

(including shared "Cohen modal haplotype" for priests).

They cluster genetically closer to each other (and to Levantine non-Jews like Druze or Samaritans) than to their host 

populations.

Admixtures vary: Ashkenazi ~30–60% European (mostly southern European/Italian origins, with later Eastern 

European); Sephardic more Iberian/North African; Mizrahi primarily Levantine with local Middle Eastern.

No evidence of mass Khazar or other non-Levantine origins for Ashkenazim; founding maternal lines show shared 

Near Eastern roots with later European input.

This supports historical records: a core Judean population that branched out, with limited intermarriage over 

millennia.

Why They Are All "True Jews"

Jewish identity is not purely tribal or genetic but covenantal and legal:
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Halakha: A child of a Jewish mother is Jewish; converts are fully Jewish regardless of origin.

All groups have intermarried for generations and are universally recognized by Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform 

authorities (with rare fringe exceptions on specific practices).

They share the same foundational texts, calendar, ethics, and peoplehood. Differences are ethnic/cultural, like Italian 

vs. Irish Catholics—real but secondary to the faith.

In Israel, integration has accelerated (intermarriage ~30–50% in younger generations), blurring lines while 

preserving heritage.

In short, they differentiated through 2,000+ years of diaspora geography and history, starting from the same 

post-Babylonian Judean core (tied to the biblical Kingdom/Tribe of Judah framework), yet remain one people. 
This unity amid diversity is a defining feature of Jewish resilience. For deeper reading, reliable sources include 

My Jewish Learning, academic genetic papers, and histories of the diaspora.
46 web pages

OK, you are not considering the other 11 tribes which still exist today, 

and that the true tribe of Judah is a physical group/nation, as are all 
other 11 tribes. You are trying to spiritualize away the national blessings 

God promised to Abraham, and the fact that the so-called lost 10 tribes 

did NOT disappear from history 1000 years before Christ. 

Christ referenced them as a genuine group: 

Mat_10:6 "But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."

Mat_15:24 "But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel."

He also clearly revealed they (the physical tribes) would play a part in 

prophecy and end time events: 

Mat_10:6  But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

Mat_15:24  But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.

He referenced Judah as having rejected Him, being of the tribe of Judah 
as well: Joh_1:11 "He came unto his own, and his own received him not."

He also stated the tribe of Judah would acknowledge Christ at a later 
time: Mat 23:39 "I tell you, (Judah) you will not see me again until you 
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(Judah) say, 'How blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 

Lord!'" 

The old testament references "Israel" (12 tribes) as being vital in 

millennial rule of Christ as well. You can't claim a tribe is "spiritual" and 
yet have clear references to this ethnic and 12 tribal group relationship.

Thoughts

The core disagreement here is interpretive: one view (yours, aligned with British Israelism / Two-House / 
"Identity" teachings in some Christian circles) treats the 12 tribes as permanently distinct physical-ethnic 

nations that persist today, with the "lost" 10 tribes becoming modern Western peoples (e.g., British, Americans, 
etc.) carrying Abraham's national blessings separately from "Jews" (only Judah/Benjamin/Levi). The other—

mainstream Jewish, Christian (Catholic/Protestant/Orthodox), and secular scholarly consensus—is that tribal 

distinctions largely dissolved after the Assyrian and Babylonian exiles, with all identifiable modern Jews 
descending from the southern Kingdom of Judah's survivors (plus remnants of other tribes who joined them), 

and "Israel" referring to the covenant people as a whole.

I am not "spiritualizing away" physical promises—I'm reporting what the historical, archaeological, genetic, and 

textual evidence shows. Let's examine your points directly with the data.

What Happened to the Northern 10 Tribes? They Were Never Fully "Lost" as 
Distinct Groups

Assyrian conquest (722–721 BCE): 2 Kings 17 records deportation of elites and large numbers to Assyria 

(confirmed by Assyrian annals of Sargon II). But not the entire population—archaeology shows continuity of 

Israelite material culture in Samaria. Many remained, intermarried with imported peoples (2 Kings 17:24), and 

became the Samaritans, who still exist today and claim descent from Ephraim, Manasseh, etc.

Scholarly consensus (e.g., Biblical Archaeology Society, William Dever, Cambridge histories): The northern 

population was not erased. A remnant stayed; others assimilated into Assyrian society within generations. No 

historical trace of them migrating en masse to Europe or becoming distinct nations. Assyrian policy relocated people 

but did not "lose" them—records show Israelites serving in the empire.

By the time of the return from Babylon (538 BCE onward), Chronicles/Ezra/Nehemiah treat "Israel" as the returned 

Judahites plus northern remnants who joined. The 10 tribes did not "disappear 1000 years before Christ"—they 

ceased to exist as separate political/ethnic entities centuries earlier, absorbed into the people called "Jews" (from 

"Judah").

The idea of them surviving as hidden nations is a later legend (persistent in Jewish, Christian, and other 

folklore), but unsupported by records. Claims linking them to British/Anglo-Saxons, Scythians, etc., are 19th-
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century inventions refuted by linguistics (Hebrew vs. Germanic), archaeology, and genetics.

Biblical Context of Jesus' Statements

Jesus operated in 1st-century Judea/Galilee, where the population was overwhelmingly descendants of the 
southern kingdom + northern remnants—i.e., "Jews" in the broad sense. New Testament usage:

"Lost sheep of the house of Israel" (Matt 10:6, 15:24): Standard exegesis (across commentaries, GotQuestions, 

academic sources like Jason Staples) sees this as the Jewish people of Jesus' day—spiritually lost, like "sheep 

without a shepherd" (Matt 9:36, echoing Ezekiel 34 on Israel's leaders). It prioritizes ministry to Jews first 

("salvation is from the Jews," John 4:22), fulfilling prophecy of the Messiah gathering Israel. Not a reference to 

distant 10 tribes in Europe. Jesus heals the Canaanite woman's daughter immediately after, showing the mission 

expands.

John 1:11 ("He came unto his own..."): "His own" = the Jewish people/Judeans in context (the Gospel's audience 

in Jerusalem area).

Matt 23:39: Spoken to Jerusalem (capital of Judah), prophesying future acceptance by the Jewish people—standard 

in both Jewish and Christian eschatology (cf. Romans 11:25–26 on "all Israel" being saved).

"House of Israel" vs. "Judah": In the NT and post-exilic OT, these often overlap. Paul (tribe of Benjamin) calls 

himself an "Israelite" (Rom 11:1; Phil 3:5). James addresses "the twelve tribes scattered" (James 1:1)—meaning 

Jews worldwide. Luke notes Anna from Asher (one of the "lost" northern tribes, Luke 2:36). No NT evidence of 

separate physical 10-tribe nations.

Old Testament millennial references (e.g., Ezekiel 37's reunion of "sticks" of Judah and Israel) are 
prophetic/eschatological, often seen as fulfilled in the return from exile, the Church, or future ingathering—not 

requiring 10 hidden nations today.

Abrahamic "National Blessings" and Physical vs. Covenant Identity

God promised Abraham descendants as numerous as stars/sand, blessing all nations through his seed (Gen 12, 

15, 17, 22). 

Jewish view: These flow through the Jewish people (descendants of Jacob/Israel via the Judah-centered remnant), 

preserved despite dispersion.

Christian views vary: Some (dispensational) expect literal future tribal restoration; most see fulfillment in Christ 

(Gal 3:16, 29—"if you belong to Christ, you are Abraham's seed"). Romans 9–11 grafts Gentiles into Israel 

spiritually while affirming ethnic Jews' role.

No biblical mandate requires the 10 tribes to become specific modern nations carrying exclusive blessings. The 

promises are covenantal, tied to faithfulness, not immutable ethnicity after assimilation.
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Genetic and Empirical Evidence

Multiple peer-reviewed studies (Nature Communications 2013, American Journal of Human Genetics, 

Stanford/Underhill, etc.) show:

All Ashkenazi, Sephardic, and Mizrahi Jews share a common Levantine (ancient Judean/Israelite) core ancestry 

~2,000–3,000+ years old.

Paternal lines (Y-DNA): Predominantly Middle Eastern, with the "Cohen modal haplotype" (priestly) shared across 

groups.

Maternal lines: Some European admixture in Ashkenazim (mostly ancient southern European/Italian), but overall 

clustering with other Levantine groups (Druze, Samaritans, Lebanese Christians) far closer than with host 

populations.

No detectable "lost tribe" signal in British, Germanic, or other European populations beyond known Jewish 

diaspora. Ashkenazi founding is ~600–800 CE from a small Levantine + southern European mix—not Anglo-Saxon.

If 10 tribes became major Western nations, we'd see massive Levantine genetic markers across Europe/Britain. 

We don't. Samaritans (northern remnant) genetically align with Jews, confirming continuity.

Why All Modern Jews Are Considered from "the Tribe of Judah" in This Sense

Post-exile, "Jew" (Yehudi) became the umbrella term for the surviving Israelite covenant community (from the 
Kingdom of Judah). Tribal identities blurred except for Kohanim/Levites (still tracked). The other tribes' lines 

didn't produce separate enduring groups with continuous Torah observance and identity. Jesus, apostles, and 
rabbis treated the Jewish people as "Israel."

Your view is a sincere interpretation held by some, but it originated in 19th-century Britain (British Israelism), 
lacks support from primary sources, and has been critiqued as pseudohistory (refuted by archaeology, 

genetics, linguistics). It sometimes links to supersessionist or identity claims that mainstream scholarship 
rejects.

The biblical story emphasizes God's faithfulness to a remnant that preserved the covenant—not hidden 
nations. End-times prophecies focus on "all Israel" (the people) in relationship with God, not ethnic mapping 

to modern countries. This is the consensus across Jewish tradition, historical Christianity, and academia. If 
you'd like sources for any study or verse, or clarification on a specific point, I'm happy to dive deeper.

45 web pages
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Well, you are parroting propaganda against the truth of the biblical 

revelations, and seem to be supporting the disappearing of the true 
biblical Israel, and God's own power and authority, and word...

Thoughts

I appreciate your passion for biblical truth, Jeff—it's clear from our exchange and your work with CountyGuard 
that you're deeply committed to standing against what you see as distortions or overreaches, whether in 

scripture or society. I respect that, and I'm not here to dismiss God's promises or authority. Instead, let's clarify: 
my responses are grounded in historical records, archaeological findings, genetic studies, and mainstream 

biblical scholarship (across Jewish and Christian traditions). I'm not "spiritualizing away" physical nations or 

tribes; I'm reporting what the evidence shows about their historical fate. If the data contradicts certain 
interpretations, that's not propaganda—it's pursuing truth-seeking as per my core values.

Addressing the "Disappearance" of the Tribes

You emphasize that the 10 northern tribes didn't vanish and persist as physical groups today, tied to end-
times prophecy. I agree they didn't fully "disappear" in the sense of evaporating—many assimilated, some 

rejoined Judah, and remnants like the Samaritans endure. But the claim that they became specific modern 
nations (e.g., British, Americans as Ephraim/Manasseh) stems from 19th-century British Israelism (also called 

Anglo-Israelism), not ancient records. en.wikipedia.org  This theory originated with figures like John Wilson (1840 

book Our Israelitish Origin) and Richard Brothers (an 18th-century naval officer committed to an asylum for his 

claims). listverse.com  It's been critiqued as pseudohistory lacking reliable proof. claudemariottini.com

Historical evidence:

Assyrian records (e.g., Sargon II's annals) confirm deporting ~27,000 Israelites, but archaeology shows population 

continuity in Samaria post-722 BCE. theology.edu  Many fled south to Judah before/during the invasion (2 Chronicles 

15:9; 30:6–11).

Post-exile, "Israel" in the Bible often means the unified remnant (Ezra 6:17; Nehemiah 11:3). No ancient texts trace 

mass migrations to Europe or identify Western nations as tribes.

Genetic studies: No Levantine DNA markers in British/Anglo-Saxon populations matching Israelite ancestry. 

Instead, modern Jews (all groups) cluster with ancient Canaanites/Israelites, while Europeans trace to Indo-

European roots. adlucem.co

Scholars across denominations (e.g., evangelical GotQuestions.org) conclude the tribes weren't "lost" in a way 
requiring hidden modern identities—they merged into the Jewish people or assimilated. gotquestions.org  

Prophecies like Ezekiel 37 (reuniting Judah/Israel) are seen as fulfilled in the post-Babylonian return, Christ's 

ministry, or eschatologically through the Church (Romans 11:26; Galatians 3:28–29).
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God's Promises to Abraham and Tribal Roles in Prophecy

The national blessings (Genesis 12:2–3; 17:4–6) are physical and covenantal, but their fulfillment isn't limited to 

12 distinct ethnic groups today. God preserved a remnant through Judah (Isaiah 10:20–22; Romans 9:27), and 
the NT applies "Israel" to believers in Christ (Romans 9:6–8). Jesus' references to "lost sheep of Israel" 

(Matthew 10:6; 15:24) target the spiritually wayward Jews of His time, not distant tribes—He ministered in 
Galilee (former northern territory) to that end. gotquestions.org  Matthew 23:39 and John 1:11 speak to 

Jerusalem/Judah's rejection, with future acceptance prophesied (Zechariah 12:10; Romans 11:25–26)—often 

interpreted as ethnic Jews recognizing Messiah, not requiring "lost" nations.

Millennial references (e.g., Revelation 7:4–8 listing 12 tribes) are symbolic in many views (note Joseph's sons 

replace Dan/Levi), representing completeness of God's people, not literal ethnic mapping. stempublishing.com  

God's power ensures His word—He didn't "lose" tribes; history shows assimilation per His warnings 

(Deuteronomy 28:64; 2 Kings 17:23).

Why This Isn't Denying God's Authority

British Israelism has been linked to racial ideologies (e.g., master race claims akin to Aryan theories), which 

mainstream faith rejects as unbiblical. listverse.com  It requires twisting linguistics (e.g., "British" from "berith ish" 

= covenant man; debunked as folk etymology) and ignoring evidence. adlucem.co  God's sovereignty shines in 

preserving Judaism through millennia despite exile, not in hidden identities.

If this aligns with your CountyGuard ethos of challenging narratives, consider sources like The Myth of British-

Israelism by Claude Mariottini or genetic papers in Nature Communications. claudemariottini.com  I'm open to 

discussing specific verses or evidence—let's seek truth together.

20 web pages

You still are missing the bigger picture. The other tribes did NOT "rejoin" 

Judah, since they never were "of" Judah, biblically speaking. And those 
of any of the other tribes "joining" Judah would not make the Jews" of 

"of" Judah. Wow... you are NOT analyzing the "other" side of this 
objectively. . . and are really "politically correct" and avoiding clear racial 

elements just because it is "white" centered. ALL the races are created by 
God, and a single race is NOT superior "racially" but God makes His 

chosen people superior culturally and blesses them as a witness and 
example of what happens when THEY do the same... part of the far 

Home

Explore

18 Notifications

Chat

SuperGrok

Premium+

Bookmarks

Creator Studio

Articles

Profile

More

Post

…Jeff Maehr / Co
@Jeffmaehr

2/21/26, 1:31 PM (18) Grok / X

https://x.com/i/grok?conversation=2025298212039655549 9/12

https://www.gotquestions.org/British-Israelism.html
https://www.stempublishing.com/authors/pollock/The_British-Israel_Theory.html
https://listverse.com/2024/08/05/10-bizarre-claims-of-british-israelism
https://adlucem.co/christian-cults/who-is-the-true-israel-a-look-at-the-cult-of-british-israel-identity-by-pastor-rudolph-p-boshoff
https://claudemariottini.com/2009/01/29/the-myth-of-british-israelism
https://x.com/home
https://x.com/home
https://x.com/explore
https://x.com/notifications
https://x.com/i/chat
https://x.com/i/grok
https://x.com/i/premium
https://x.com/i/bookmarks
https://x.com/i/jf/creators/studio
https://x.com/compose/articles
https://x.com/Jeffmaehr
https://x.com/compose/post


larger spiritual picture. The "racial" focus is the big lie and used as the 

cloud for the truth.

Thoughts

I hear your frustration, Jeff, and I want to address it head-on without any political correctness or 

avoidance. I'm not "missing the bigger picture" or supporting any disappearance of biblical Israel—God's 
word stands, His covenants endure, and all humanity is created in His image (Genesis 1:27). No race is superior 

racially; that's a distortion. God chooses people for covenant purposes—to be a light, a witness, and an 
example of blessing through obedience (Deuteronomy 4:6-8; 28)—not based on skin color or ethnicity as a 

biological hierarchy. The "racial focus" as a cloud or distraction is something we can agree on: truth isn't about 

elevating or diminishing any group by blood alone, but by faithfulness to the covenant. The promises to 
Abraham (nationhood, land, blessing all families of the earth—Genesis 12:2-3, 17:4-8, 22:18) are real, physical 

in origin, but fulfilled through a preserved people and ultimately through the Messiah.

I'm analyzing both sides objectively using the Bible's own text, archaeology, and genetics—not mainstream 

"propaganda," but primary sources. Let's look at your core claim: the other 11 tribes never rejoined Judah, so 
"Jews" remain strictly "of Judah" alone, with the 10 tribes as separate physical nations today (often tied to 

white/Western peoples in this view).

Biblical Evidence: Northern Tribes Did Integrate with Judah

The Hebrew Bible explicitly shows migration and absorption from the north into the southern kingdom 

before, during, and after the Assyrian period—not as a "spiritual" erase, but as a physical, historical process:

Under Rehoboam/Jeroboam (right after the split, ~930 BCE): "The Levites left their common-lands and their 

possessions and came to Judah and Jerusalem... And after them, from all the tribes of Israel, such as set their heart to 

seek the LORD God of Israel came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD God of their fathers" (2 Chronicles 11:14-

16). This includes people from all tribes, not just Judah.

Under Asa (~900 BCE): "Then he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and those who dwelt with them from Ephraim, 

Manasseh, and Simeon" (2 Chronicles 15:9). Northerners joined.

Under Hezekiah (~715–686 BCE, right after Assyrian fall of north): He sent messengers "throughout all Israel, 

from Beersheba to Dan" inviting the northern remnant to Jerusalem for Passover. Many from Ephraim, Manasseh, 

Issachar, Zebulun humbled themselves and came (2 Chronicles 30:1-11, 18). This is after the main deportations.

Under Josiah (~622 BCE): Northerners contributed to Temple repairs and Passover: "The people of Manasseh, 

Ephraim, and all the remnant of Israel... gave abundantly" (2 Chronicles 34:9; 35:17-18).

Archaeology confirms: Assyrian records (Sargon II) deported only ~27,290 people—mostly elites—from a 
northern population of ~400,000–500,000. Most stayed in the land or fled south. Judah's population surged 
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post-721 BCE with refugees (excavations at Jerusalem, Lachish, etc.). Post-Babylonian return (Ezra/Nehemiah), 

the returnees are called "Judah" but also "all Israel" (Ezra 2:70; 6:17; Nehemiah 7:73; 12:47). "Jew" (Yehudi) 
becomes the umbrella term for the covenant remnant from the House of Judah's survivors + integrated 

northerners. Tribal distinctions faded except for priests/Levites (still tracked today across all Jewish groups).

This isn't "spiritualizing"—it's the Bible's narrative. The 10 tribes' separate political identity ended (as 2 Kings 

17 states), but their people weren't erased; a faithful remnant merged. Ezekiel 37's "two sticks" (Judah + Israel) 
reuniting is often seen as pointing to this post-exile unity or future fulfillment in Messiah.

The "Lost Tribes" as Separate White/Western Nations? The Evidence Doesn't 
Support It

This is the British Israelism / Anglo-Israelism view (popularized 1800s by John Wilson, Edward Hine, etc.). It 
claims the 10 tribes migrated north to become Scythians → Anglo-Saxons → British/Americans 

(Ephraim/Manasseh as "company of nations" and "great nation"). Some versions emphasize "white-centered" 

blessings as cultural witness (as you frame it).

Objectively:

No historical trail: No Assyrian, Persian, Greek, Roman, or medieval records trace mass Israelite migrations to 

Europe. The deported went to Halah, Habor, Gozan, Media (2 Kings 17:6)—eastern regions. Legends of "lost tribes" 

exist in Jewish/Christian folklore, but no evidence for northwest Europe.

Linguistics/Archaeology: Hebrew is Semitic; Germanic/English is Indo-European. No cultural continuity (e.g., no 

Torah observance, circumcision, kosher laws, or festivals preserved in ancient Britain).

Genetics (multiple peer-reviewed studies, e.g., Nature Communications 2013, American Journal of Human 

Genetics, Stanford 2013, Harvard ancient DNA 2022):

All Ashkenazi, Sephardic, and Mizrahi Jews share a common Levantine (ancient Israelite/Canaanite) core 

ancestry ~2,000–3,000+ years old—paternal lines (Y-DNA) strongly Middle Eastern, including the shared 

Cohen haplotype.

Ashkenazi show ~40–60% European maternal admixture (mostly ancient southern Italian/Greek, from early 

diaspora), but overall cluster with other Levantine groups (Druze, Samaritans, Palestinians, Lebanese) far 

closer than with northern Europeans.

No detectable ancient Israelite "signal" in British, German, Scandinavian, or general European populations 

beyond minor Jewish diaspora input. If 10 tribes became major Western nations, we'd see widespread 

Levantine DNA markers across Anglo-Saxon groups—we don't. Samaritans (northern remnant) genetically 

align with Jews, confirming continuity.
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Mainstream biblical scholarship (evangelical, Catholic, Protestant, Jewish) across sources like Biblical 

Archaeology Society, Christian Courier, and academic critiques calls British Israelism a 19th-century theory 
without credible support—often critiqued for selective proof-texting and historical inaccuracies. Jesus' "lost 

sheep of the house of Israel" (Matthew 10:6; 15:24) is addressed to the 1st-century Jews in Judea/Galilee (a 
mixed remnant population), prioritizing ministry there before expansion (as the Canaanite woman story 

immediately follows).

The Bigger Picture: Covenant, Not Race

God’s blessings are covenantal—tied to faith and obedience, extended through the preserved remnant (Isaiah 

10:20-22; Romans 9:27; 11:1-5). Post-exile, "Israel" = the people of God from Judah's line + integrated tribes. 

The NT sees this culminating in Messiah, with "all Israel" saved (Romans 11:26) and Gentiles grafted in 
(Romans 11:17-24; Galatians 3:28-29—"neither Jew nor Greek... Abraham’s seed"). Physical descent matters in 

the Bible, but God preserved the line through the southern remnant as the identifiable covenant people. No 
need for hidden nations; His power is shown in their survival and global witness despite dispersion.

This isn't avoiding race—it's race-neutral evidence. The data shows modern Jews (all branches) carry the 
ancient Israelite ancestry; the theory of Western nations as the 10 tribes does not. If you have specific verses, 

historical records, or genetic data supporting separate ongoing tribes as white nations, share them—I'm 
genuinely open, as truth-seeking requires examining all sides. God's authority isn't diminished by historical 

facts; it shines through the remnant He kept. Let's keep digging for clarity.
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